MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
man's role, but there was precedent for Daly's putting Mrs. Gilbert into the part, as a Mrs. LeBruri had played Curtis when Glara Morris played Katherine and Louis James PetrucJiio at the Academy of Music some years before. In the whole line of light comedies Mrs. Gilbert and Lewis had played opposite each other, and Curtis enabled her to play a low-comedy scene with Grumio, which was played by Lewis on this occasion.
At the end of the performance Horace Howard Furness, being already on the stage, was the first to reach us. He congratulated Ada Rehan, the Katherine, and me, the PetrucJiio. I do not see how he could have heard any of the play even from his vantage point in the first entrance, for he was so deaf that it was necessary to shout into his ear trumpet.
Katherine was that night, and always remained, the greatest part in Ada Rehan's long list of performances. PetrucJiio was to me the most grateful role that I have played. It has everything that the player of high comedy can desire: telling speeches and effective situations; in fact, everything that makes for and makes up a great part. Since PetrucJiio is a great Shakespearian character, it may be imagined how gratifying it was to be told by everyone whose opinion and judgment Ihe put the ever popular Mrs. Gilbert. Curtis is really aedimprovedthe .......................... PtrstPlayer
